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In the Central American countries a great number of pesticides have been used in the last thirty years.  Because of the effects on human health and the environment caused by intensive use of pesticides in these countries, the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO/WHO), through the Division of Health and Environment, implemented the Project on Occupational and Environmental Aspects of Exposure to Pesticides (PLAGSALUD) with financing from the Danish Cooperation Agency (DANIDA).

In Costa Rica and Nicaragua the Project was developed from 1994 to 1997, and from 1997 to the present in all the Central American countries.

The Project has been focusing on five main issues:

· Epidemiological Surveillance

· Education

· Legislative Reform

· Research

· Intersectorial Coordination

I would like to inform you that the Epidemiological Surveillance System has been established in the seven Central American countries.
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I will be presenting the most important results and an analysis of this information.

In the Central American countries, pesticides imports have increased from 34 million kilograms in 1994 to 45 million in 2000.  This represents an increase of 32% in only six years.

The incidence rate for acute pesticide poisoning in the Region is around 20 cases per 100,000 inhabitants.  In 1992 the rate was 6.32, and it increased three times to 19.5 in the year 2000.

The mortality rate also shows a tendency to increase, starting from a risk of death of 0.3 per 100,000 inhabitants in 1992 to 2.10 in the year 2000.

In respect to the Case Fatality Rate, 11% of the cases in the year 2000 died of acute intoxication.

This Case Fatality Rate indicates the importance of this disease in Public Health.

Analyzing the quantity of pesticides used and the incidence rate for acute pesticide intoxication by coefficient of Sperman in the period 1992-2000, we discovered one coefficient of correlation of r = 0.83 with a statistical significance of p = 0.005.

This represents a positive correlation for the period showing a progressive augmentation in pesticide imports and an increase in intoxication.  

Now we are starting Phase III or the PLAGSALUD Project, which will end in September 2003.  During this phase we are seeking the consolidation of the achievements of Phases I and II and their sustainability in the future.

For the future we should focus our efforts in developing strategies to protect human and environmental health through a severe reduction of pesticides and development of alternatives such as Integrated Pest Management and Organic Agriculture.
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